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PASTOR’S PEN 

 This week I was thinking about a sense of belonging and how one develops a sense that they are part 
of a church, or group, or fellowship.  These thoughts came from my childhood and the fact that we have 
brought in 35 new members so far this year and 27 last year.  This makes 62 new members in under 24 
months of about 320 members.  This makes a large group of people, who if they already haven’t found a 
special place for them to belong at Vista Church, they are still looking for that place.   
 
 In Luke 16:16 Jesus said, “The Law and the Prophets were proclaimed until John. Since that time, the 
good news of the kingdom of God is being preached, and everyone is forcing their way into it.”  With all our 
new members here, it seems many people are forcing their way into the Kingdom of God right here at Vista 
Church.  It is up to them, and up to us, to help them find that special place to belong.   
 
 As a child from the age of 5 until I was 12 we moved to a new town, church and school every 9 to 12 
months.  This left me with a feeling well into my adult years, of never feeling I was a part of whatever group I 
was actually a part of.   From this I learned a couple of things.  The first was, since I knew what it felt like to 
be new and lonely and an outsider, I developed a heart for the stranger in our midst.  The second was I 
developed skills that I practiced for many years of helping the youth that I worked with develop a sense of 
fellowship and belonging. 
 
 One of the simplest ways I used was name tags.  Through the years I used very unusual name tags 
from bananas to fired clay medallions to “Hello My Name is” stickers.   Names are very important that’s why 
God knows our name and one day God is even going to give us a new one.  As Rev. 2:17 says, “I will also give 
that person a white stone with a new name written on it, known only to the one who receives it.”  That will 
be quite a name tag to wear around our necks.  I hope it is a diamond.   The point is names are important.  
Name tags are important.  It is how we can help our new members feel at home here and how we can get to 
know them.  Could you make a real effort to wearing your name tags on Sunday? 
 
 Now if you don’t know if a person is new or has been attending since our founding in 1990, here is a 
great non-offensive way of finding out.  Ask them “How long have you been attending here?”  If it’s been 28 
years, they can brag, and if it is their first Sunday they can say so.  It is a way of making a new friend.  Now if 
you are new and it seems like everyone is “talking to their old friends”.  Remember our first scripture about 
people “forcing their way into the Kingdom.”  Look for a group of people you might like to know and do what 
I do at times, “I insert myself into their conversation.”  If you click, stay and talk, and if not just move on and 
say, “Its’ been great meeting you.” 
 
       continued on page 3 



Vista UMM Rummage Sale 

 
 It can’t get any better than this. UMM reports a win and all of Vista can report an equal win. WE share a vic-

tory due to rummage. Yep those boxes of stuff left off because folks want rid of it. Thursday afternoon of Rummage 

Week I took a hard look at the tables set up in many places. I know we had more tables than ever before. We had 

stuff piled high on each table to the point it was looking cheap. Gone was any notion of arranging things in an artful 

manner to show items at their best aspect.  Showmanship took the form of quantity of merchandise.  

 I asked myself, what ever shall we do with the certain leftovers? I envisioned a leftover pile at about 30 per-

cent. We never had so much stuff. Well, the upside to this blather is simply, we sold all of it! I mean all! There was 

less left over than any of our other rummage sales. We sold 95 % the total. Remaining were two sofas, a small curio 

cabinet and some well-worn drawer sets. We sold the curio cabinet on Monday morning.   Remaining were a few 

boxes of this and that and some clothing and some furniture. Menlo Park UMC drove to pick up all that would fit in 

family van. The rest went to a church in Mammoth. 

  Everyone was happy, I don’t remember a single person not pleased. Buyers from Mexico came and literally 

swept armloads of merchandize into boxes on opening day. There were 60 + hardy souls in line at 7:00AM. Early 

birds were showing up at 6:30! Believe me this crowd came with one purpose, to buy. And they did. There was no 

time during the two days without buyers present. 

 Ah ha, the weather. Typically, a Vista rummage sale begins on Monday with setting up the field, fencing, 

points of entry, tables. On Monday (men’s heavy lifting day) morning, 20 eager Vista men were on site with gloves, 

pliers, tape measures, keen eyes (ok, sorta’ keen eyes) and ready to work.  Alas, we were tested in the form of a bibli-

cal deluge. The sky looked like it was set to rain all day, so we bagged it. We did get some fencing up and plastic 

tables in ready position. Tuesday wasn’t much better. Wednesday was work day for men and women.  Frankly on 

Wednesday we had most of four days work to get done in two! The latest weather forecast was clear until Sunday 

morning.  And so it was. We were blessed with beautiful days especially Friday and Saturday. During those days we 

sold, restocked, directed, chatted, laughed and had a wonderful time in spite of all the work. 

 Sure, enough Sunday brought more rain. The money to count came from Friday and Saturday. Sunday, we 

tidied up, sold a few things but it was mostly a wash. Even so UMM with every one’s help, raised 8800$ from rum-

mage and a donated car sold for 7000$, given to the UMM Scholarship fund at Vista. It is wonderful.  

 I want to give special recognition to several volunteers. First, Amy and Michelle and Kiana and Roman. 

These guys waded in from Monday (they set up merchandise under the shelter in front of the porch and inside Eds 

building all through the rainy days and after). Their help during this sale and frankly each of our five rummage sales 

to date has been extra ordinary.  Sandy Schwartz and her team priced and folded countless items resulting in the sale 

of those items and there was a bale of it. These guys worked all day all through the sale. Jean Rupe was in most are-

nas (I didn’t see her carrying the refrigerator). Jean was every where else. Duane Waldo took care of our tools. These 

sold out by Saturday noon and we had more tools than we ever had.   Special mention to Dee Berman and Gail Par-

son. These two were cashiers every day a cashier was needed. Gerry Alberts ran the collectible room. Paul Larmour 

camped each night from Monday to Sunday guarding the merchandise. I am certain he has better things to do. Guard-

ing camp is completely unsung, and Paul volunteered to do this. 

  There are out of pocket cost associated with this sale; most of these costs were absorbed by the spender. 

Thank you won’t replace a Jackson but thank you just the same. The person having the most fun was Alex Perakis. 

He sold collectible coins during the show and pledged to give 20% of his gross to the church. He donated 200$ to 

Vista, maybe more.  

I know I have missed many hard-working Vista members who earned a spot on the acme list. My apologies for this. 

The turnout was amazing, all days. Not one time was a position of an effort wanting. Clean up went well too, there 

simply was not much to clean! Its over, we pulled off an amazing feat of business, most organizations could not be-

gin what we completed. 

Praise God for His blessing on this affair. Thank YOU, Jesus for what you did for us.  Amen           Jim B 



 

CONSECRATION SUNDAY IS FAST APPROACHING! 

 

As you read this, only a few days remain before we come together on Sunday, November 11 for a 

dedication of the “Estimate of Giving” pledge cards we will submit during the church service that 

morning.  Immediately following the service, we will enjoy fellowship with one another over a free, 

catered Celebration Lunch in the sanctuary.   

You have already indicated whether you CAN or CANNOT attend the Celebration Luncheon.  If your 

plans change at the last minute, please contact Benith MacPherson (825-5891 or 

benithmac@aol.com), so we can give the caterers an up-do-date accurate lunch count. 

In contemplating your financial commitment to the church in 2019, please remember -  “If you know 

who you are. . . , you’ll know what to do.” 

 

Craig and Benith MacPherson, 2018 Stewardship Campaign Co-Chairs 

PASTOR’S PEN CONTINUDE FROM PAGE 1 
 
 

 Through the years of my so often being the stranger in a new mix of people, I have found it helps to 
be received, and it also helps to reach out (force my way in). 
 
 So, Sundays stretching into the holidays, when many new people visit us could you please wear your 
name tag and be ready to ask and answer, “How long have you been attending here?” 
 
 
In the name of the One who always knows our name. 
 
Pastor Fred  



 

All 3 officers – President, VP and Treasurer of unit Vista 
recently attended the South District Annual Meeting which 
this year was held in Eloy, Arizona. There was a choice of 2 
Focus groups; without talking about it beforehand, we all 
had registered to the same focus group before the actual 
meeting and were surprised seeing each other in the same 
room. The subject alone had attracted us to join and we all 
got a lot out of it – and feel the need to pass all that information on the every ‘aging’ member of our 
congregation. 

The Title of this group was:  

‘Dealing with aging & advocacy’ led my Deaconess Martha Lundgren.  

 

Please feel free to read and even take a copy with loads of information titled : 

> BEING YOUR OWN BEST ADVOCATE <  

How PCOA and Area Agencies on Aging can help. 

 

 A Folder with sets of 11 pages for various websites and phone numbers for Pima and most neighboring 

counties is placed behind the front desk for you to be able to research and promote healthier aging plus 

prevent possible crises. 

November 2018 Finance. 

In September our income was over budget by +$4,883 and expenses were over budget by +$1,183.  The 

net fund increase was $10,150, which was +$3,700 over budget.  Year-to-date we are behind budgeted in-

come by -$10,745 and behind last year by -$7,245.  Our expenses YTD are over last year and -$5,598 under 

budget. General Fund Income is behind last by -$12,549. 

 

September attendance was even with last year. But… we are averaging between 50 to 100 viewers for our 

Live Stream services every week!!  Outstanding!!  So we are reaching more attendees than last year. 

 

The Stewardship Campaign kicked off in October led by Benith and Craig MacPherson.  Also, the 2019 

Budget process began in September to plan expenses for 2019.  The Finance Committee does not finalize 

an expense budget until after the results of the Stewardship campaign in November.  A recommended 

budget will be presented to the Church Council in December for approval. 

 

Sharon Scanlan, Finance Chair   

********************************



 

A Salute to Veterans 

 

In 1940, Winston Churchill stated that, “Never was so much owed by so many 

to so few.” While his comments were regarding the Battle of Britain, his words 

echo today and serve as the theme for Catalinas Community Chorus Veterans Day tribute to America’s vets.  

We must never forget the significance of what has been done by those who have sacrificed home, family, 

friends, and life to bear the arms of our country.  Catalinas Community Chorus, Northwest Tucson’s pops cho-

rus, directed by Bill Bellah, along with special guests, the Canyon Del Oro High School Concert Band, present “A 

Salute to Veterans”, a musical tribute to all who have accepted the challenge to serve and protect our nation. 

Performances are at 3:00 p.m. on November 11 at Resurrection Lutheran Church, 11575 N. First Ave and De-

cember 2 at Rincon Country East, 8989 E. Escalante Rd. Tickets are $10 for adults, 18 and under free.  Tickets 

are available from any chorus member, at (520) 303-6474, catalinascommunitychorus.org and here at Vista on 

Sunday mornings. 

When I wrote this article, it was cold outside, and it reminded me of fall back home 

in western Pennsylvania as a child. It was a busy time of the year because the gar-

den was at the end of producing. My family was preparing for the first snow fall. I 

remember helping my mother make vegetable soup to be canned that was from 

the garden.  

Do you smell the vegetable soup on the stove simmering? It makes me want to go to my 

kitchen to bake goodies to share with others at church social time.Please think of going to 

your kitchen to make cookies for the church social time. If you do not bake any more than 

guess what, you can visit the bakery area of the grocery store to buy some delightful treats 

that they have made for the fall and the holidays. 

Please sign-up to bring goodies for the church social time. We furnish the hot coffee and some  

time we even surprise you with hot chocolate. Hospitality helpers will see to getting some other  

folks to sign-up with you. We have hospitality partners to assist you the morning you serve. It is easy, fun and  

you meet other church folks that Sunday. Oh, we do not want to forget to say THANK YOU to those folks that came a little earlier to 

church to make that hot coffee that helps to keep our inners warm and of course, encourages us to sample a treat while talking with  

others. 

What would we do if we did not have goodies after church? We would just whizz to our cars and off to home or  

to lunch at a restaurant. Well, it is time to not forget to thank those great folks who brought the fantastic treats  

that go so well with coffee, juice and/or water. Let all of us give them a big “THANK YOU”.   

Hope to see you at the goodie table on Sunday. Please stop at the sign-up table so I can help you to sign up for goodies and discuss the 

process. 

Have a great time this fall. 

Blessings to all!!   Delores Brindle, Co-chairperson  



 Vista Outreach Ministry  

Preparations are in full swing for our Celebration of Learning Festival in Agua Prieta Mexico for our 
sister church Fuente de Vida.  A big packing day was held on Oct. 8th in the Patio room. We had a 
great turn out, and all the packing got done.  A big “THANK YOU” is due to all of you who gave us a 
hand with the packing. It was a huge task but with all your hands, we were able to get the task done. 

 

     On Friday the 19th  Pastor Gela and Associate Pastor Armando as well as members Manuel & 
Pablo, came in 2 vehicles and picked up the huge load of goods that all you good folks at Vista 
provided for the Celebration of Learning Festival.  Bill & Dixie Ayers came to help us and we got 
everything loaded up & on its way to Agua Prieta.  Thank you Bill & Dixie!! 

At this writing we have 44 people signed up to go on the trip and we are thrilled with the great 
group that is going with us. We have 12 people who will be going for the 1st time and I know they will 
be happy they went. Thanks to Pastor Fred for the team blessing today on10-21. God is our Leader 
and an ever constant companion, as we go in Christ name to our sister church. Next month I will give 
you a report on our trip. 

 

      It was a blessing to go with our Live Streaming team to San Manuel to put out the word that we 
will be starting a local program there after the 1st of the year. This is exciting work that is ahead of 
us. Please see the pictures of the event on next page. 

 

     Your Mission team is looking for someone who will step up and be our representative at the 
Esparanza en Escalante Project.  We want to be of assistance to the homeless vets and families that 
are housed there. I believe the Lord will lay it upon one of us to step up and be willing to be our 
liaison to this housing faculty for those who have served our country and now need our help. I am 
open to several people doing it together. We are also looking for someone to help with the 
Education Program of our students in Agua Prieta. Please pray that God will lay it upon the heart of 
just the right person. You will have plenty of help from your Mission Team. 

Our next Mission meeting is on Nov.14th at 1:00 PM in the Patio room. Come and hear the reports of 
our trip to Agua Prieta. As always, everyone is welcome to come to our meetings. This is a Vista 
Mission Program that belongs to all of us as we strive to show the face of Christ to our community 
and beyond. 

                                                                                                                        

Yours in Mission service:     

 

Dee Berman ….Chairman 

520-825-7115   deerick1968@gmail.com 

PASTOR GELA 

AND 

DEE BERMAN 



Left and right 

Loading of the vehicles 

to take the supplies 

down to Agua Prieta  for 

the Celebration of 

Learning Festival on 10-

27-18. Our helpers were 

Pastor Gela, Associate 

Pastor Armando,  and 

members  Pablo & 

Manuel and a big 

thanks to Bill & Dixie 

Ayers too!  

To the left and below: 

Vista Trip to San Manuel 
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GOD’S Love in Action 

Training begins in January 2019 

     Is GOD speaking to you?  



 

HAPPY  ANNIVERSARY TO: 

 HOAGLUND, Larry & Coralyn 11/01 

 BULL, Pat & Rose 11/05 

 DAVIS, Arlo & Barbara Ballas-Davis 11/14 

 WALDO, Duane & Marilyn 11/22 

 SCHWARTZ, Pete & Sandy 11/26 

 RYTTER, Noel & Jane 11/29 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO : 

 DAVIES, Joan  11/01 

 MEHLHORN, Mary-Ann 11/01 

 HUDELSON, Karen 11/03 

 VAKERICS, Molly  11/03 

 BOERDING, Sue  11/04 

 COWMAN, Brian  11/06 

 STEGINK, David  11/06 

 CROWN, Jan  11/09 

 FOSTER, Mia  11/10 

 RAMSEY, Marion 11/10 

 LAFLEUR, Joyce  11/12 

 SALAVA, Roger  11/12 

 LINDAHL, Greg  11/13 

 HILLMANN, Bill  11/15 

 TOMPKINS, Alice  11/16 

 HILLMANN, Mary Jane 11/17 

 HOAGLUND, Larry  11/18 

 TRIBOULET, Linda  11/18 

 PODLASEK, Diane  11/19 

 THOMSON KIMMEL, Judy  11/19 

 AYERS, Dixie   11/21 

 PARSON, Gail   11/21 

 HOLDER, Pam   11/22 

 POWELL, Bill   11/24 

 ANDERSON, Maureen  11/25 

 BUKES, Milt                11/25 

 SHERMAN, Barbara  11/25 

 WINKLER, Sallie   11/25 

 HOLMES, Myrna   11/26 

 WHITE, Cameron   11/26 

 ZIMMERMAN, Anita  11/28 

 PRICE, Maurice   11/29 

 ALLEN, John   11/30 



Dear Gerry 
It was so nice hearing from you. Attached you will find a picture from us. 
We both are getting older (Walter 1943, Margrit 1942). It is a great gift 
from God that we are still able to hike in our wonderful region with the 
beautiful mountains. We don't take it for granted to live here. Our health 
is well according to our chronically disease. We are also grateful that we 
are still able to serve the Lord at church and privately meeting people for 
counseling. We have really a varied life! 
 
Are you still involved for Sunday classes for children? 
 
I am touched in my heart that you pray for my eyes. Thanks a lot!  Now I 
have three different glasses. That works well. I can see better. 
 
Next Saturday we are travelling for one week to Hohenschwangau (Bavaria / 
Germany). Probably you have been to the castle Neuschwanstein in 
Hohenschwangau. If there so, you would know this beautiful region with the 
many little lakes. Hiking in this region is pretty.  
 
God bless you day for day. We also pray for you. 
 
Love and a hug, 
 
Yours, Margrit and Walter 
 
Walter & Margrit Gaberthueel 
Furkastrasse 4 
CH-3904 Naters 
Switzerland 
phone: 01141 27 530 04 17 

Greetings from Switzerland! 

Walter & Margrit Gaberthueel 

Switzerland 

Thank you Gerry Alberts for sharing! 




